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10th November 2017 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

 

Remembrance Service 

The Preparatory School held its annual Remembrance Service in the Memorial Chapel on 

Wednesday. The Chapel Choir and Junior choir both sang beautifully and their singing’ filled the 

Chapel with a glorious sound.  

 

Head Boy Alexander Holroyd and Head Girl Olivia Whitfield read out the names of all the Old 

Bromsgrovians who died in the service of their country whilst staff and pupils placed individual 

poppies on the altar in remembrance of each one. Pupils from Year 8 read and dramatised poetry 

and prose, creating a very poignant atmosphere. 

 

Year 8 Rugby Tour 

During the first week of half term, thirty-eight pupils from Year 8 and five staff went on a six-day rugby 

tour to Northern Ireland. The boys played three matches against Ballymena, Methody College and 

Campbell College. The U13A team lost all three matches against very tough opposition and leanred 

a great deal from the experience.  

 

The boys spent time in the coastal town of Portrush and enjoyed playing on the beach and as well as 

visiting the world heritage site The Giants Causeway. They trained at Coleraine University and also 

visited the cinema and participated in an evening quiz organised by Mr Perry-Evans. 

 

The second part of the tour was based in Belfast. During the two days the boys participated in a 

coaching clinic with Brian McLoughlin (ex Ulster first team coach), a guided coach tour around 

Belfast, bowling and pool at the SSE Arena, visited theTitanic Quarter, the Kingspan stadium tour 

and also found time for some shopping. The last night featured an awards evening with the awards 

presented to the boys. 

 

The boys were wonderful ambassadors for our school and received many compliments wherever they 

went. My thanks go to Mr Jones for organising such a successful trip, as well as Mr Munn, Mr Perry-

Evans, Mr Kippax and Mr Sutherland as well as the many parents who supported the tour. 

 

Saturday 11th November 

There are no Activities this Saturday due to the Year 7 Parents Meeting at 9.00am – 11.30am in 

the Sports Hall. 

 

We will be observing a minutes silence at 11.00am.  
 

There is netball training on as normal this coming Saturday  

Years 5 & 6 9.15am – 10.30am.   

Years 7 & 8 10.45am – 12 midday  

Please meet at the chessboard at the start of the session. 

 

Years 5 and 6 boys hockey training 10.45-12 noon and three U12 rugby matches on at 11.00 am.  
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Uniform Exchange  

Uniform Exchange will be open tomorrow 9.30-12.30 

 

Visiting Author 

On Monday we are delighted to be welcoming Joanna Grochowitz to School. She has recently written 

a book called “Into the White: Scott’s Antarctic Odyssey. This is aimed at 9-13 year olds and Joanna 

will be speaking to our Year 7 pupils throughout the day. Her main focus will be to explore the issue 

of extreme environments from a Geography perspective, linking with their current topic of weather 

and climate. Many other cross curricular themes will also be covered.  The book is available to 

purchase through Amazon and we also  have copies in our library. 

 

Children in Need 

On Friday 17th November there will be a non-uniform day in the Prep School, with the proceeds going 

to Children in Need. We ask for a voluntary donation of at least £1 from each pupil to take part in 

this. Dress should be smart-casual and suitable for a normal school day. The usual rules regarding 

hair, make-up and jewellery will still apply. Thank you for your support. 

 

Book Fair 

This year’s book fair will be taking place on Wednesday 22nd and 23rd November.  All Prep School 

pupils will have the opportunity to visit the book fair during English lessons on these dates. If you 

would like your child to purchase a book or some stationary, they will need to bring some pocket 

money in a named purse or wallet on the dates listed. In addition, the book fair is open to parents 

between 4.00-5.30pm on these dates. All are welcome. Please note that the library can only accept 

cash during the book fair. 

 

Advent Service 

On Sunday 3rd December we will hold our whole school annual candle-lit Advent Service in the School 

Memorial Chapel. Prep School Chapel Choir choristers will be participating, together with pupils from 

the Pre-Preparatory and Senior Schools. We look forward to as many Pre-Prep families attending as 

possible. 

 

Christmas Cards/ChildLine 

Once again, we will be supporting ‘ChildLine’ by asking children to only bring one Christmas card in 

to School for their class and to donate the money that would have been spent on Christmas cards to 

‘ChildLine.’  Christmas cards can be brought into school from Thursday 1st December and there will 

be a collection box outside the office for donations (in a sealed envelope please). The school has 

had a close association with this charity for over sixteen years. Please help us to continue with this 

tradition. 

 

PA News 

The McMillan Coffee afternoon raised a magnificent £609.50. Thank you to everyone for their 

kindness in supporting the event and donating the cakes. 

 

Christmas Shopping and Tombola 

On Monday 11th December the PA will be holding their annual Christmas Shopping morning for the 

children in Years 3 and 4. In order for this to be as successful and enjoyable as previous years the 

PA are asking for any donations of unwanted gifts, suitable for men and women, you may have at 

home. Please note that we are unable to accept any donations containing alcohol. Collecting boxes 

will be placed in the school office.  Please support this wonderful and special event for the children. 

 

On the same date the PA will also be running their seasonal Chocolate tombola for pupils in Years  5 

– 8 during lunchtime.  

 

Parents Association Spring Ball 

Save the Date: 28th April.  Tickets will be on sale after Christmas for the popular Prep and Pre-Prep 

PA Spring Ball at Grafton Manor. 
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Sickness 

There is currently a nasty and prolonged sickness bug in both the Prep and Pre-Prep schools. Can I 

remind all parents that if your child has had sickness or diarrhoea they are not allowed to return to 

school until two clear days following the last bout.  If you bring your child into school before this time, 

you will be asked to take them home immediately.  This policy will be strictly adhered to.   

 
2018 Ladies’ Lunch 

Our next Ladies' Lunch takes place on Saturday, 3rd February 2018 in the School’s Hospitality Suite. 

This event brings together female Alumni, Parents, Staff and Friends of the School and we are 

delighted to welcome current Senior School parent, Sarah Derriey as our guest speaker.   

Sarah was born and educated in Swansea before living in Brighton, Eilat and Los Angeles. Whilst 

attending LSE and gaining a Masters in Law, she worked as a constituency case worker for the Liberal 

Democrat MP, Simon Hughes who was Sarah's political mentor for fifteen years. She twice stood as 

a candidate but lost to Labour and the Conservatives respectively. Sarah has two children: Leon who 

is an Old Bromsgrovian and Alia who is in the Lower Sixth form at Bromsgrove School. For six years 

Sarah worked in property management in New York and, after returning to the UK, worked for the 

Church of England managing a large portfolio of properties. She now runs an events company. In 

addition, Sarah supports and advocates for several charities including The Memorial Scrolls Trust, 

where she was a Trustee and continues to give regular presentations on their behalf, CST with her 

husband Lionel, which works to protect the Jewish Community in the UK, and Save a Child's Heart 

(SACH), which she has sponsored for nine years. SACH helps more than 4,500 families from fifty-four 

countries around the world and most recently commenced construction work on the International 

Paediatric Cardiac Centre and Children's Hospital, the biggest and most modern children's hospital 

in the Middle East, which will also encompass training and research for future SACH heart surgeons. 

Her daughter, Alia, is an ambassador for the charity and has spoken to many of your children about 

it in our own assemblies. Sarah's talk at the 2018 Ladies' Lunch will focus on charitable 

organisations and the work of SACH, a vitally important charity for her and many thousands of 

families across the world.  

Tickets are £22 per person, which includes a reception drink and a three-course lunch. The reception 

will take place at 11.45am at Bromsgrove School, followed by lunch at 12.15pm. To reserve your 

place, you can now book and pay online - please visit https://www.bromsgrove-school.co.uk/whats-

on.aspx and click the 'Foundation Ladies' Lunch' tab. We do hope that you will be able to join us. 

 

Fine Diners 

Congratulations to this week’s Years 3 & 4 Fine Diners: Emily Sirett, Austin Barnett, Harriet Cutter, 

Lucy Porter, Avneesh Mahal, Eva Mein, Daisy Jones, Grace Williams, Sam Harries, Amelia Fox, 

Valentino Demetrios, Abigail Round. 

 

Sport 

Girls 

There is netball training on as normal this coming Saturday  

Years 5 & 6 9.15am – 10.30am .  10.45am – 12 midday –  

Years 7 & 8 10.45am – 12 midday. Please meet at the chess board at the start of the session. 

 

Congratulations to our U8, U9 and U10 swimmers who beat Old Hall School on Tuesday at home - 

150 points to 91.  

 

On Wednesday afternoon, the senior girls played hockey against Cheltenham Ladies College both 

home and away. The U13As won 7 – 1 and the U13Bs drew 2 – 2. The U13Cs won 6 – 0 and the 

U13Ds narrowly lost 2 – 1. The U12s mirrored the U13s in terms of results. The U12As won 3 – 1, 

the U12Bs drew 4 – 4, the U12Cs won 3 – 2 and the U12Ds lost 3 – 2. Our junior teams played a 

variety of schools with the best results of the day coming from our U10A team who beat The Downs 

Malvern 3 – 0 and a fantastic result from the U10Bs who drew 1 – 1 against an U11B team from St 

Martins. Well done also to the B and C teams who played against either St Martins, Solihull or Malvern 

St James’ A teams. 
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Boys 

On Wednesday, we had rugby fixtures against four different schools. The U13A, U13B, U12A, U12B 

and U12C teams all had victories versus Denstone College. The first of our mixed U11A/B teams 

travelled to play in a festival at Wolverhampton Grammar School where we won three matches and 

drew another. The other mixed U11A/B team travelled away to play Bablake School, Coventry and 

won. Our U11C and U11D teams lost versus Bablake’s U11B and U11C teams. The four U10 teams 

all won away at Fairfield Prep, Loughbprough.  

 

On Thursday, the U9 rugby teams played at home versus The Croft Prep School. 

 

Saturday 11th November - Years 5 and 6 boys hockey training 10.45-12 noon and three U12 rugby 

matches on at 11.00 am. 

 

Pupil News 

Congratulations to Charlie Collyer who won a Gold medal at the British Taekwondo Championships. 

Charlie came in the top ten for his pattern & won gold in the lightweight boys green belt team 

competition. 

 

Charlie is now focusing on the World Championship in July 2018. 

 

Lost property 

Milo Johansen-Berg – blue Smiggle pencil case, calculator and lamy pen 

Valentino Demetrios, - maroon fleece and Rugby shorts  

 

Attached 

U13 Girls Netball Hockey & Tennis Tour 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Jacqui Deval-Reed 

Headmistress 

Bromsgrove Prep School 

 


